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MEMORANDUM TO DR . HENRY KISSINGER

Subject : , President's Visit to China : Opportunitie s
for Environmental Cooperation with Chin a

While it is obviously premature to consider US-Chi na
government-to-government environmental cooperation ,
opportunities may now exist to promote informa l
cooperative projects between scientific groups or
universities . While there have been no direct or
indirect signals of Chinese interest in developing
environmental Cooperation, we feel certain avenue s
should be explored .

We do not know the extent to which the Chinese face
serious environmental problems, but there seems t o
be a growing awareness of them . Leo Orleans and
Richard Suttmeier pointed out in the December 11, 1970 ,
issue of Science that due to both the Maoist ethic o f
frugality and to considerations of public health, the
Chinese have done more to combat pollution than the their
relative early stage of industrialization would le ad
one to believe. More recently, in September 1971 ,
Peking's leading political journal, Red Flag, identified
widespread failures in the disposal and recycling o f
industrial wastes, and called for major improvement in
this field .

The Chinese have emphasized a "do-it-yourself" pollutio n
clean-up . This approach, combined with continued secrecy
about national problems and with propaganda effort s
asserting that industrial pollution can only be solve d
in a planned economy, does not easily lend itself t o
cooperation with foreign governments or institutions.
Despite this problem, however, we believe there may b e
opportunities for technical cooperation in two or three
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areas that are not intrusive into Chinese society, and
where both we and the Chinese would benefit . These
limited areas include :

1. Earthquake Prediction Program s

The Institute of Geophysics of the Chinese Academy o f
Sciences is reported to have an intensive and divers e
earthquake prediction program as a result of the persona l
interest of Chairman Mao . The Institute maintains fourteen
standard observatories in some of the 150 provincia l
stations built and operated by the provinces with assistanc e
of the Institute . While much of the Chinese work in thi s
area has been developed in isolation from other countries ,
Chinese scientists are reportedly proud of their progres s
and eager to learn more about related work in othe r
countries . Meager reports would indicate the Chines- ar e
working towardsan operational system . Their work is
apparently more advanced than ours .

2. Recycling of Industrial Waste s

For reasons of scarcity as much as for environmenta l
reasons, the Chinese have shown deep interest in th e
maximum use of industrial wastes, particularly of gas ,
liquids, slag, and heat . The government has promoted full -
scale campaigns for the productive use of these wastes .

3. Arid Land Use and Water Management

Because o f their large arid areas, the Chinese might b e
interested in exchanging information on salinity control ,
soil stabilization, and water conservation measures for
arid land use .

4. Conservation

The International Union for Conservation of Nature an d
Natural Resources (IUCN) lists nearly 30 mammal specie s
from China in its Red Data Book of rare and endangered
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species . China's fauna includes some of the rarest an d
least known wildlife species in the world . Internation al
cooperation of Some form in this area might be possible ,
since it would not point up Chinese industrial backward -
ness and could provide them with favorable publicity .

Environment is a relatively nonpolitical issue on whic h
cooperation at an early stage through private channel s
might open up contacts . In the first three area s
mentioned above, a number of universities have active
programs, while a number of private conservation groups
would be interested in Item 4 . The President's visi t
would provide the opportunity for a sounding out of any
interest . If they are at all interested, we might as k
them to designate institutions to work with privat e
institutions in the U.S .

Russell E . Trai n
Chairman




